UK Studbooks and Recognition by the EU post-Brexit

In February, DEFRA applied to the European Commission for 3rd Country Listing under the Zootechnical Regulation, which, if given, will enable the Breed Societies  to continue trading on the same equivalent terms as they do now. It is hoped  to reach an agreement before the end of the Transition Period (31 Dec 2020).

If there is an agreement

Animals registered in our UK studbook but that are physically in the EU can remain in the UK studbook, and Breed Societies can continue to issue zootech certificates for those animals, as long as approval is received from the Commission on the application for 3rd Country Listing of UK breed societies. 

If there is 'no deal'

As of the end of the transition period, if there is no agreement, the EU animal breeding rules, and in particular Regulation (EU) 2016/1012, will no longer apply to the United Kingdom. Thus, from 1st Jan 2021, breeding programme extensions into the EU will no longer be available to UK breed societies. 

Advice for EU breeders - registrations

If the UK is not granted 3rd Country Listing approval, we will be unable to issue Zootechnical certificates for animals registered in UK studbooks if they are physically in the EU, and no new animals that are physically in the EU can be registered in our UK studbooks from 01 Jan 2021. 

Therefore, DEFRA is advising that EU breeders should also register their animals in an EU studbook in case the UK is not granted approval. Breeders registering with an EU studbook directly will not affect their existing pedigree registrations in our UK studbook, and the animals can be registered in more than one breeding book. If there is no equivalent studbook in the EU it might be that studbooks consider establishing a filial studbook in a Member State.

The Commission recently published an updated notice for EU breeders for the post transition period. This can be found on the Commission website: https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/notice-to-stakeholders-brexit_animal-breeding_en.pdf  

Exporting from the UK to the EU - Zootechnical certificates

Zootechnical certificates are only required for trade in breeding animals and their germinal products. The Government has published guidance on moving equines to the EU from 1 January 2021, which can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/export-horses-and-ponies-from-1-january-2021
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When an  equine or its breeding products are being exported from the UK to the EU they require a zootechnical document. Zootechnical certificates shall only be issued by the breed society, breeding operation or competent authority of dispatch of the breeding animals or of the germinal products thereof. In addition, a zootechnical certificate can be issued by a semen collection or storage centre, on the basis of the information received from the breed society or breeding operation.

Latest BEVA advice: Movements of equines after BREXIT

https://www.beva.org.uk/Resources-For-Vets-Practices/Clinical-Practice-Guidance/Brexit-Guidance/Movements-of-equines
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IMPORTANT: Even if there is a ‘deal’, there will be a time lag in approving UK studbooks, so after 1 January 2021 all equines registered with UK studbooks will temporarily become ‘unregistered’ ones in EU terms, until the backlog has been worked through by Dr Fussl’s office at the Commission.

As we are now within the 90-day period prior to 1 January 2021, these regulations apply from now, because all UK equines with passports from a DEFRA-recognised Passport Issuing Organisation in the UK will be regarded by the EU as unregistered, until the studbooks are approved again. (All the UK studbooks should be re-approved, as DEFRA checked their compliance before forwarding them to Dr Fussl.) However, in practice, anyone planning to export a horse / pony into the EU will need to observe the regulations stipulated here with immediate effect. 

